
Ethical Reasoning - Model #1
1. recognize that there is an event to 

which to react
2. define the event as having an ethical 

dimension
3. decide that the ethical dimension is of 

sufficient significance to merit an 
ethics-guided response

4. take responsibility for generating an 
ethical solution to the problem

(Sternberg, 2012)
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Presentation Notes
Sternberg is suggesting a Model of Ethical Reasoning and Its Translation into Behavior.  The basic premise of the model is that ethical behavior is more difficult to display than we imagine.  There are 8 Steps in this model, beginning with 1-4 on the current slide and continuing on the next slide. SourceSternberg, R., (2012). A Model for Ethical Reasoning. Review of General Psychology, 16(4), 319 -326.



5. figure out what abstract ethical 
rule(s) might apply to the problem

6. decide how these abstract ethical 
rules actually apply to the problem 
so as to suggest a concrete solution

7. prepare for possible repercussions of 
having acted in what one considers 
an ethical manner;

8. act

(Sternberg, 2012)

Ethical Reasoning - Model #1
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…continued:   Therefore, unless all of the steps are utilized a person is not likely to behave in an ethical manner, regardless of the amount of training, background, or other types of skills.SourceSternberg, R., (2012). A Model for Ethical Reasoning. Review of General Psychology, 16(4), 319 -326.



1. Identify the problem
2. Identify potential issues involved
3. Review relevant ethical guidelines
4. Obtain consultation
5. Consider possible and probable courses 

of action
6. Enumerate consequences of various 

decisions
7. Decide on best course of action

(Corey, Corey ,and Callanan, 1988)

Ethical Reasoning - Model #2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduce this second ethical reasoning model. Invite the group to note the similarities and differences between the first model and this one. SourceCorey, G., Corey, M. S., Callahan, P. (1988). Issues and ethics in the helping professions. Pacific Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole Pub. Co.



1. Select between two courses of action.
2. State the factually based reasons for supporting each 

course of action.
3. State the ethical principles supporting each course of 

action.
4. State the factually based reasons for not supporting 

each course of action.
5. Indicate which ethical principles will be compromised 

for each course of action taken.
6. Justify your decision for choosing a particular course of 

action by including selective points from the above 
steps

(Rubin et al., 1991)

Ethical Reasoning - Model #3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the third ethical reasoning model. Ask participants to use this model to resolve ethical dilemmas presented in the workshop.SourceRubin, S., Millard, R., Wilson, C., & Wong, H. (1991). Ethical case management practices: A training package for dealing with ethical dilemmas encountered by rehabilitation counselors in their case management process. Carbondale, Illinois: Rehabilitation Institute, Southern Illinois University.
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